Nakemykseni mukaan
arkkitehtuuri on
ensisijaisesti
kdytdnnollinen ala.
Teorlat johtavat
yleensd harhaan

Wienissa opettajana huomasin, kuinka valtava vetovoima teorioilla
oli opiskelijoihin. Kaikki halusivat teoretisoida. Nakemykseni mukaan
arkkitehtuuri on ensisijaisesti kdytanndllinen ala. Teoriat johtavat
yleensi harhaan, minka vuoksi olen kritisoinut teoretisointia sindnsa.
Kun minulla oli aikaa, aloin Wieniss# paneutua arkkitehtuuri-
teorian kehitykseen Vitruviuksesta alkaen. Le Corbusier on nahty
alna rationalistina, mutta kirjoituksia lukemalla ymmaérsin hinen
olevan varsinainen mystikko. Filosofia on aina lumonnut arkkiteh-
teja. Lopulta teoriat vetividt minutkin mukaansa. Olen nimittiin
kirjoittanut kirjan arkkitehtuuriteoriasta ja sen historiasta. Kisi-
kirjoitus on nyt valmis, ja olen lahettinyt sen kustantajalle,

Millainen nykyarkkitehtuuri sinua kiinnostaa?

Ennen seurasin hyvin intensiivisesti, mita arkkitehtuurissa tapahtuu.
Kiersin my®ds tutustumassa uusiin taloihin ja ilmidihin ympé&ri maa-
ilmaa. Nyky&in arkkitehtuuri on minulle taaksejgdnytta eldmaa.

Asut Lapissa ja kdyt Helsingissd vain kerran, pari vuodessa.

Minulla oli pitkdan talo ltaliassa, Toscanassa, ja vietin sielld paljon
aikaani. Muutama vuosi sitten luovuin talosta. Lapissa asun niin
pitk&an kuin pystyn. Lapissa on mahtavan hienoa, vaikka kesalld
on hyttysid ja talvella kylma. Sielld on hyvi olla.

Onko luonto hienompi kuin kaupunki?
On.

Jorma Mukala haastatteli Timo Penttilaa Helsingissa heindkuussa 2610,
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Ratinan stadion | Ratina stadium, Tampere 1966.
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GOOD BUILDING IS NOT AN OCCULT SCIENCE

An interview with Timo Penttild
Jorma Mukala

On a visit to Helsinki last summer Timo Penttild gave an interview for the Finnish
Architectural Review, On that occasion it was agreed that the text would be
published in one of the 2011 issues. As it happened, the interview turned out to
be a farewell to the architect, when in February we received the sad news that
Penttila had passed away. Penttild’s major works are featured in connection with
the interview, together with the re-publication of one of his writings.

Jorma Mukala: During your career you have designed numerous public
buildings as well as commercial and office buildings. Which of your works
have been closest to you?

Timo Penttild: My first important wark was a schoal, Sampola, built in Tampere. Tam-
pere is my home town but | settled in Helsinki during my student days and also at
that time my father's job was transferred to Tikkurila near the capital. | did not par-
ticularly miss my home town, but then a competition win took me back there. | had
an office in Tampere for some time. | designed schools there and my final work in
Tampere was the Ratina Stadium.

The Helsinki City Theatre is probably my most important work. Perhaps the clos-
est one, too, because it required so much energy. | had the opportunity to design
this important cultural building at a very young age - | was 30 when | won the com-
petition. The task probably went slightly beyond my capability and knowledge at
that time. There were, of course, several experts an the design team and adequate
information was available. In retrospect | have often thought how, with very little
experience, | nevertheless completed the theatre. Well, it was done the way it was.
The Finnish architectural competition system is, by the way, really excellent. Young
architects and even students can participate in them and when they win they can
also realise their ideas.
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